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PAUL’S PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH

Colossians 1:9-14: For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped
praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through
all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy
of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the
knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so
that you may have great endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father,
who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of
the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Philippians 1:9-11: And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in
knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may
be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ — to the glory and praise of God.

Ephesians 1:15-23: For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love for all God's people, | have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you
in my prayers. | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. | pray that
the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which
he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty
strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand
in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God
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placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

Ephesians 3:14-20: For this reason | kneel before the Father, from whom every family in
heaven and on earth derives its name. | pray that out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may
have power, together with all the Lord's holy people, to grasp how wide and long and
high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge — that
you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work
within us,

1 Thessalonians 3:12-13: May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each
other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so
that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord
Jesus comes with all his holy ones.

2 Thessalonians 1:11-12: With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may
make you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every
desire for goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. We pray this so that the
name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

MATURITY SCRIPTURES

Ephesians 4:11-16: So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the
pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ
may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then
we will no longer be infants, fossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their
deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every
respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body,
joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love,
as each part does its work.

Hebrews 5:11-6:2: It is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try to
understand. In fact, though by this fime you ought to be teachers, you need someone to
teach you the elementary truths of God’s Word all over again. You need milk, not solid
food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching
about righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained
themselves to distinguish between good and evil. Therefore let us move beyond the
elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to maturity, not laying again the
foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, instruction
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about cleansing rites, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal
judgment. And God permitting, we will do so.

Hebrews 6:11-12: We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so
that what you hope for may be fully realized. We do not want you to become lazy, but
imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.

Matthew 5:43-48: You have heard that it was said, “Love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.” But | tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you
may be children of your Father in Heaven. He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love
you, what reward will you get2 Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you
greet only your own people, what are you doing more than otherse Do not even pagans
do that? Be perfect [mature], therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect [mature.]

Colossians 4:12: Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings.
He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature
and fully assured.

Philippians 3:7-16: But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the sake of Christ.
What is more, | consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them garbage that |
may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ — the righteousness that comes from
God on the basis of faith. | want to know Christ — yes, to know the power of His resurrection
and participation in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, and so, somehow,
attaining to the resurrection from the dead.

Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but | press
on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, | do not
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind
and straining foward what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. All of us, then, who are mature should
take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will
make clear to you. Only let us live up to what we have already attained.

Matthew 19:21: Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect [mature], go, sell your
possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow
me."

2 Peter 1:3-4: His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through
our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness. Through these He
has given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may
parficipate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by
evil desires.
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1 Corinthians 2:6-16: We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature,
but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No,
we declare God’'s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for
our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had,
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. However, as it is written, what no eye has
seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived, the things God
has prepared for those who love Him (quoting Isaiah 64:4) these are the things God has
revealed to us by His Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For
who knows a person’s thought except their own spirit within them?< In the same way no
one knows the thought of God except the Spirit of God. What we have receive is not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God
has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom but in
words taught by the Spirit, explaining Spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. The person
without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but
considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned
only through the Spirit. The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but
such a person is not subject to merely human judgments, for “Who has known the mind of
the Lord so as to instruct Him2"” (Quoting Isaiah 40:13) But we have the mind of Christ.

1 Corinthians 14:20: Brothers and sisters, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be
infants, but in your thinking be adults [mature].

James 1:2-4: Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything.

2 Peter 1:5-11: For this reason, make every effort to add to your faith, goodness; and to
goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance;
and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly affection; and to brotherly
affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you
from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But
whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been
cleansed from their past sins. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to
confirm that you are among those who God has called and chosen. For if you do these
things, you will never stumble, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal
Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Colossians 1:24-28: Now | rejoice in what | am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what
is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of His Body, which is the Church. |
have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the Word of
God in its fullness — the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but
is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. To them God has chosen to make known among
the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. He
is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we
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may present everyone fully mature in Christ. To this end | strenuously contend with all the
energy Christ so powerfully works in me.

Romans 6:3-14: All of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death!
We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. For
if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we will certainly also be united with
Him in a resurrection like His. For we know that our old self was crucified with Him so that
the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin
— because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we died with Christ,
we believe that we will also live with Him. For we know that since Christ was raised from
the dead, He cannot die again — death no longer has mastery over Him. The death He
died, He died to sin once for all — but the life He lives, He lives to God. In the same way,
count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign
in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of yourself to sin
as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to Him as an instrument of
righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under law, but
under grace.

James 3:1-2: [Maturity shown by control of the tongue] Not many of you should become
teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more
strictly. We all stumble in many ways. Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is
perfect [mature], able to keep their whole body in check.

1 Peter 1:14-15: As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when
you lived in ignorance. But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it
is written, “Be holy, because | am holy.” (Quoting Leviticus 11:44, 19:2.)

LOVE ONE ANOTHER - THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE

John 13:34-35: A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you
must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.

John 15:12-17: [Love One Another] My command is this: Love each other as | have loved
you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one'’s life for one’s friends. You are my
friends if you do what | command. | no longer call you servants, because a servant does
not know his master’'s business. Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that |
learned from my Father | have made known to you. You did not choose me, but | chose
you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit — fruit that will last — and so
that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love
each other.

1 Corinthians 13:1-4: If | speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, |
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am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If | have the gift of prophecy and can
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains,
but do not have love, | am nothing. If | give all | possess to the poor and give over my body
to hardship that | may boast, but do not have love, | gain nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:4-13: Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is
not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps
no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the fruth. It always
protects, always frusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. But where there
are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there
is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when
completeness comes, what is in part disappears. When | was a child, | talked like a child,
| thought like a child, | reasoned like a child. When | became a man, | put the ways of
childhood behind me. For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see
face to face. Now | know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | am fully known. And now
these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Romans 12:9-18: Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted
to one anotherin love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but
keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in
prayer. Share with the Lord's people who are in need. Practice hospitality. Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those
who mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate
with people of low position. Do not be conceited. Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be
careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on
you, live at peace with everyone.

Leviticus 19:18: Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your
people, but love your neighbor as yourself. | am the Lord.

1 Timothy 1:5 - The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and @
good conscience and a sincere faith.

Galatians 5:6: For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value.
The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.

REVELATION CHURCHES EXHORTED TO MATURITY

Revelation 2:1-7: "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him
who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands.
| know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. | know that you cannot
tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not,
and have found them false. You have persevered and have endured hardships for my
name, and have not grown weary. Yet | hold this against you: You have forsaken the love
you had at first. Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at
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first. If you do not repent, | will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.
But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which | also hate.
Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is
victorious, | will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.

Revelation 2:8-17: "To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him
who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. | know your afflictions and
your poverty — yet you are rich! | know about the slander of those who say they are Jews
and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not be afraid of what you are about to
suffer. | tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and | will give you life as
your victor's crown. Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by the second death. "To the angel of the
church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged
sword. | know where you live — where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my
name. You did not renounce your faith in me, not even in the days of Anfipas, my faithful
witness, who was put to death in your city — where Satan lives. Nevertheless, | have a few
things against you: There are some among you who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who
taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate food sacrificed to idols and
committed sexual immorality. Likewise, you also have those who hold to the teaching of
the Nicolaitans. Repent therefore! Otherwise, | will soon come to you and will fight against
them with the sword of my mouth. Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. To the one who is victorious, | will give some of the hidden manna. | will also
give that person a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to the one who
receives it.

Revelation 2:18-29: "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the
Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. |
know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are
now doing more than you did at first. Nevertheless, | have this against you: You tolerate
that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. By her teaching she misleads my
servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. | have given her
time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. So | will cast her on a bed of suffering,
and | will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of
her ways. | will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that | am he who
searches hearts and minds, and | will repay each of you according to your deeds. Now |
say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not
learned Satan's so-called deep secrefts, 'l will not impose any other burden on you, except
to hold on to what you have untill come.' To the one who is victorious and does my will to
the end, | will give authority over the nations — that one 'will rule them with an iron scepter
and will dash them to pieces like pottery' —just as | have received authority fromm my Father.
| will also give that one the morning star. Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.

Revelation 3:1-6: "To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him
who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. | know your deeds; you have a
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reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is
about to die, for | have found your deeds unfinished in the sight of my God. Remember,
therefore, what you have received and heard; hold it fast, and repent. But if you do not
wake up, | will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time | will come to you. Yet
you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me,
dressed in white, for they are worthy. The one who is victorious will, like them, be dressed
in white. | will never blot out the name of that person from the book of life, but will
acknowledge that name before my Father and his angels. Whoever has ears, let them
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Revelation 3:7-13: "To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of
him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut,
and what he shuts no one can open. | know your deeds. See, | have placed before you
an open door that no one can shut. | know that you have little strength, yet you have kept
my word and have not denied my name. | will make those who are of the synagogue of
Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars — | will make them come
and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that | have loved you. Since you have kept
my command to endure patiently, | will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going
to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth. | am coming soon. Hold
on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. The one who is victorious | will
make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will they leave it. | will write on them
the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is
coming down out of heaven from my God; and | will also write on them my new name.
Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Revelation 3:14-22: "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. | know your deeds, that
you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are
lukewarm — neither hot nor cold — | am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, 'l am
rich; | have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. | counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the
fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful
nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. Those whom | love | rebuke
and discipline. So be earnest and repent. Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | will come in and eat with that person, and
they with me. To the one who is victorious, | will give the right to sit with me on my throne,
just as | was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. Whoever has ears, let
them hear what the Spirit says to the churches."

MATURITY FOR CHURCH LEADERSHIP

1 Timothy 3:2-12: Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate,
self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not
violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not alover of money. He must manage his own family
well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full
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respect. (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care
of God's church?2) He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and
fall under the same judgment as the devil. He must also have a good reputation with
outsiders, so that he will not fall intfo disgrace and into the devil's frap. In the same way,
deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not
pursuing dishonest gain. They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear
conscience. They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them
serve as deacons. In the same way, the women are to be worthy of respect, not malicious
talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. A deacon must be faithful to his wife
and must manage his children and his household well.

Titus 1:6-9: An elder must be blameless, faithful to his wife, a man whose children believe
and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. Since an overseer
manages God's household, he must be blameless — not overbearing, not quick-tempered,
not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. Rather, he must be
hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and
disciplined. He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that
he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.

Exodus 18:21: But select capable men from all the people — men who fear God, trustworthy
men who hate dishonest gain — and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds,
fifties and tens.

UNITY SCRIPTURES

Ephesians 4:1-6: Live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble
and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you
were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one
God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

Philippians 2:1-2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ,
if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and
compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love,
being one in spirit and of one mind.

Psalm 133: [Living in Harmony] How good and pleasant it is when God's people live
together in unity! It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard,
running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robe. It is as if the dew of
Hermon were falling on Mount Zion! For there the Lord bestows His blessing, even life
forevermore.

Acts 4:32-35: [Community — One heart and mind - Sharing all possessions] All believers were
one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but
they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify about
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the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God's grace was so powerfully at work in them all
that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to tfime those who owned
land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’
feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.

1 Peter 3:8: All of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be
compassionate and humble.

Galatians 3:26-29: So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you
who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor
Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham'’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise.

Ephesians 2:14-22 — [One New Man: Jew and Gentile] Jesus Christ is our peace and has
made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by
setting aside in His flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to
create in Himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one Body
to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which He put to death their hostility.
He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were
near. For through Him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. Consequently, you
are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also
members of His household, built on the foundation of apostles and prophets, with Christ
Jesus Himself as the chief Cornerstone. In Him the whole building is joined together and
rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in Him you too are being built together to
become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.

Deuteronomy 15: [Community — fellow people of God]: If anyone is poor among your
fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the Land the Lord your God is giving you, do not be
hardhearted or fightfisted toward them. Rather, be openhanded and freely lend them
whatever they need. Be careful not to harbor wicked thoughts so that you do not show ill
will ftoward the needy among your people and give them nothing. They may then appeal
to the Lord against you, and you will be found guilty of sin. Give generously to them and
do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all
your work and in everything you set your hand to do. There will always be poor people in
the land. Therefore, | command you to be openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who
are poor and needy in the land.

Romans 12:3-8: For by the grace given me | say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself
more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in
accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. For just as each of us has
one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so
in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.
We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is
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teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then
give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.

1 Corinthians 12:12-27: Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts
form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one
body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to
drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. Now if the foot should
say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason
stop being part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not
belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. If the whole
body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear,
where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has placed the parts in the body,
every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would
the body be? Asitis, there are many parts, but one body. The eye cannot say to the hand,
“I don't need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don't need you!” On the
contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts
that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are
unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no
special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts
that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have
equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is
honored, every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you
is a part of it.

JESUS PRAYER FOR DISCIPLES - THE HIGH PRIESTLY PRAYER

John 17:1-26: After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the hour has
come. Gilorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him authority over all
people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent. | have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. And now,
Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory | had with you before the world began.

| have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave
them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given
me comes from you. For | gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They
knew with certainty that | came from you, and they believed that you sent me. | pray for them.
| am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All | have is
yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. | will remain in the
world no longer, but they are sfillin the world, and | am coming to you.

Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they
may be one as we are one. While | was with them, | protected them and kept them safe by
that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that
Scripture would be fulfiled. | am coming to you now, but | say these things while | am sfill in the
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world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. | have given them your
word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than | am of the
world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the
evil one. They are not of the world, even as | am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word
is truth. As you sent me into the world, | have sent them into the world. For them | sanctify myself,
that they too may be fruly sanctified.

My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and | am in you. May they
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. | have given them the glory
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - | in them and you in me - so that
they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have
loved them even as you have loved me. Father, | want those you have given me to be with
me where | am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me
before the creation of the world. Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, |
know you, and they know that you have sent me. | have made you known to them, and will
continue fo make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that
| myself may be in them.
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